AT HOME

Wolverhampton, Bournemouth, Brighton, Bristol, Swan-
sea, Bangor, Gosport, Canterbury, Manchester, Leicester,
Leeds, Bradford, Hull and Kingston-on-Thames all did
Douglas honour.

Of all the honours conferred on Douglas I think he
prized most the illuminated address which was presented to
him at the 2oth anniversary dinner of the ryth Lancers Old
Comrades. There were about 300 present at the function)
and Douglas considered that no greater honour could be
paid to an officer than for all ranks of his regiment to
combine to give him, on their own initiative, something to
mark their appreciation of his services.

On the 19th of July the great peace procession took
place, but the day stands out in my memory as one of
extreme anxiety, Douglas had been running a temperature
for some days previously and should not have been out
at all, but sheer determination enabled him to finish the
march. I shall never forget the wonderful reception that
he received, but he fainted on reaching the Royal stand
and was ill for some weeks after.

In the beginning of September the threatened railway
strike and the more serious threat of a general strike kept
Douglas very busy. He had many conferences with all the
commanders-in-chief of the various commands to discuss
their plans for dealing with the situation. It was necessary
to arrange for the complete guarding of certain railways so
that the food supply of the nation would not be interfered
with. The troops were also to help the police to guard petrol
depots and other essential stores and to assist the Ministry
of Food to organise a convoy system by supplying Ionia*
and drivers. Douglas strongly advocated that the troops
should be kept concealed as long as possible aad should
only appear when their help was actually required. As soon
as the necessity for action was over they were to be with-
drawn at once. Douglas insisted that the troops should be